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SECRET BANGUI 0808 

YAOUNDE FOR RDO/Y 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CT 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE CAE 

1 . ACCORDING TO A RELIABLE SOURCE, EMPEROR BOKASSA 
RECENTLY DIRECTED HIS MINISTERS TO PAY GREATER ATTEN- 
TION TO HUMAN RIGHTS. HE REPORTEDLY SAID THAT HE BELIEVED 
PRESIDENT CARTER WAS VERY SERIOUS ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND THAT HE WANTED NO PROBLEMS IN THIS AREA. THE 
MINISTER OF JUSTICE WAS TOLD TO APPLY THE LAW AND TO USE 
THE COURT SYSTEM TO INSURE DUE PROCESS. AS A RESULT, 

SOME CENTRAL AFRICANS WERE RELEASED WHO HAD BEEN 
DETAINED WITHOUT TRIAL FOR SPEAKING DEROGATORILY OF THE 
EMPEROR. 

2. COMMENT: THIS REPORT OF AN EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION 
REINFORCES A GENERAL FEELING HERE THAT THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF JUSTICE IS NOW SOMEWHAT LESS ARBITRARY THAN IT WAS 
BEFORE THE PROCLAMATION OF THE EMPIRE. WE HAVE BEEN 
TOLD FOR EXAMPLE THAT BEFORE THE RELEASE OF PRISONERS 
DECEMBER 6, THE BANGUI JAIL CONTAINED A NUMBER OF 
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GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND OTHERS DETAINED FOR CRITICISING 
BOKASSA. NOW, ACCORDING TO ONE LOCAL LAWYER, ALTHOUGH 
THE JAIL IS AGAIN FULL, THERE ARE FEWER SUCH "POLITCIAL'' 

PRISONERS. HOWEVER, THE SYSTEM ITSELF HAS NOT CHANGED IN THAT 
CRIMES AGAINST THE STATE ARE STILL THE PROVINCE OF THE MILITARY 
TRIBUNAL, WHERE THE ACCUSED IS NOT REPRESENTED BY COUNSEL. 
QUAINTON 
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